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NOTES

1. Buzz Bissinger, “Caitlyn Jenner: The Full Story,” Vanity Fair, June 25, 2015. Another
significant event in the bringing about of these conversations among the general public was
the premiere of the reality television series I Am Jazz in the same year, which stars a child
in the midst of gender transition.

2. The claim of the social universality of the gender binary has often been criticized on the basis
of a third gender category of the “two-spirit’ people in Native American societies. The term
“two-spirit” is not a historic one, as it was only coined at the third annual international LGBT
Native American Gathering in Winnipeg, Canada in 1990 as an umbrella term for native people
who do not conform to strict Western gender norms. Much of the discussion here surrounds
the “berdache,” who were a group of men in the southeastern United States (though not
exclusively) that dressed like women and carried out women’'s duties. These men supposedly
did not marry, and served the same role that eunuchs did in other societies. There is a
significant difference between men who take upon themselves the social roles of women, and a

denial of any clear and objective difference between men and women. See Gregory D.



Smithers, “Cherokee ‘Two Spirits’: Gender, Ritual, and Spirituality in the Native South,” Early
American Studies An Interdisciplinary Journal 12, 3 (2014) : 626 - 51,
https://doi. org/10. 1353/eam. 2014. 0023; and Traci Ardren, “Studies of Gender in the
Prehispanic  Americas, Jowrnal of Archaeological Research 16, 1 (2007): 1-35,
https://doi. org/10. 1007/s10814-007-9016-9.

3. Carl Trueman provides a helpful genealogy of some of these ideas in Carl R. Trueman, 7he
Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self: Cultural Amnesia, Expressive Individualism, and the
Road to Sexual Revolution (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2020).

4. Tt is for this reason that the majority of the citations in this essay are from the earlier part of
Gender Trouble (see note 5), which lays out this basic thesis. Other themes, such as her
take on heteronormativity, patriarchy, and marginalization are not addressed directly in this
essay, as they merit a fuller treatment on their own.

5. Judith Butler, Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (London: Routledge,
1990) .

6. Simone de Beauvoir, 7he Second Sex (London: Vintage Classics, 1949).

7. Beauvoir, The Second Sex, 303 - 304.

8. Terrell Carver writes, “This commonplace, considered by many to be foundational to modern
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